FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Thursday, August 26 at 8 pm CST, Saint Jane and the Wicked Wicks, an audio musical
written and composed by Evanston playwright Kristin Lems, will open to the public at the
website www.SaintJanePlay.com. The two-hour musical play, which can be enjoyed in one
sitting or in four separate installments, is free, asking for a voluntary donation with a suggested
sliding scale. After the site goes live, listeners may attend the show any time on demand.

Saint Jane and the Wicked Wicks is set in Chicago in the decade of the 1893 World’s
Fair. It is about the friendship between Hull House founder Jane Addams and Nellie Wicks,
Kristin’s great grandmother, in the years 1890-1905, during the early years of Hull House.

Prize-winning Chicago dramatist Douglas Post is the director, with musical direction by
Diana Lawrence and mixing and editing by Dan Dietrich. Piano arrangements and performances
were created by Tom Cortese of Champaign, Illinois.

The cast consists of well-known area actors and singers, including Kathy Kelly as Jane
Addams, Rebecca Keeshin as Nellie Wicks, Monica Szaflik as Ellen Gates Starr, Maddie Sachs
as Julia Lathrop, Patrick Byrnes as George Wicks and John Dewey, Frankie Leo Bennett as Gene
Wicks, John B. Leen as Jim Wicks and Sol Friedman, Kingsley Day as Richard Crane, and
Therese Harrold as Addie Wicks. The professional, non-equity cast was auditioned and selected
in December 2020 and recorded in the early months of 2021.

The “audio musical” is a new genre. The singer-actors rehearse their parts together on
zoom, but record and upload them individually to a single destination without being in a
recording studio. Then, the scenes and songs are reviewed, mixed, and edited by the director and
recording engineer. The final product is similar to an audiobook or radio play, but there are also

songs, in this case, 17 original songs including “The Hull House Rag,” “Straight to Hell in



Chicago,” and other memorable numbers. The new genre enables artists to release entertaining
musical theatre work while keeping both performers and audience safe.

The musical will open on Women’s Equality Day, August 26, to celebrate the 101
anniversary of American women winning the right to vote. Jane Addams was active in the
suffrage movement 10 years after the time of the play, along with many activist women of Hull
House. Two key organizers, Ellen Gates Starr and Julia Lathrop, are characters with key roles in
the show.

Kristin Lems has won many accolades as a writer, composer, and performing artist, but
this is her first full-length musical. Lems was inspired by stories about the unusual friendship
between the two women, told by her mother, musician Carol Lems-Dworkin (1924-2019), and
along with primary materials, including a handwritten diary by Nellie Wicks, two full length
unpublished novels written by Nellie’s eldest daughters, recorded oral histories, and an
autographed picture given to Nellie by Jane Addams shortly before Addams died. Lems also
researched Jane Addams, Hull House, and Chicago history with a 2017 sabbatical from her
employer, National Louis University, where she is a professor.

Many other outstanding talents helped design the trailer, iconic poster, website, video
product, and script, and many people deserve thanks and praise for moving this ambitious project
forward to this day. For information about the cast, members of the pre-production, production,

or post-production team, or to contact Kristin Lems, please email saintjane2021@gmail.com.
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